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Meeting premises for Rent in
Green Outskirts of Dhaka
Meeting premises for Rent in
Green Outskirts of Dhaka
Gazipur ComplexGazipur Complex
PSTC has five training rooms adequate for five groups of trainees. The rooms are 
air-conditioned, decorated and brightened up with interested posters and educational 
charts. Multi-midea projector, video camera, still camera and multiple easel boards are 
available in the classrooms. There are dormitory facilities for accommodating 60 
persons in Gazipur Complex. Transport facilities are also available for the trainees for 
field and site visits.

General information
Interested organizations are requested to contact PSTC. 

We are always ready to serve our valued clients with all our expertise and resources.

Hall rent
 : Tk. 15,000/- (Table set up upto 100 persons and Auditorium set 
  up upto 200 persons) per day
 : Tk. 8,000/- (upto 40-50 persons capacity) per day 
 : Tk. 6,000/- (20-30 persons capacity) per day 

Accommodation
 : Taka 1500/- per day Single Room (2 Bedded AC Room)
  If one person takes, then per room Tk. 1,200 (Subject to 
  Availability) per day
 : Taka 1200/- per day Double Room (4 Bedded Non AC Room)
  If two/three persons take, then per bed Tk. 500)

Food Charge
 : Tk. 300/- - 400/- per day per meal

Multimedia
 : Tk. 1500/- per day

POPULATION SERVICES AND TRAINING CENTER-PSTC
Address: PSTC Complex, Masterbari, Nanduain, Kaultia, Gazipur Sadar, Gazipur
Phone: 9853284, 9884402, 9857289, E-mail: pstc@pstc-bgd.org, Website: www.pstc-bgd.org

Facilities 
POPULATION SERVICES AND TRAINING CENTER (PSTC)
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EDITORIAL

Incidents of violence against women are increasing at an alarming 
rate in Bangladesh. According to BBS’s 2015 statistics, about 87 
percent of the women were victims of domestic violence. Again, 
about 70 percent of the violence never gets published in the 
media.

Even then, from the news reports published it has been found 
that in the first 10 months of 2017 there have been more than 
600 incidents of rape in Bangladesh. In most of these cases, the 
victims of violence have been killed. According to a report of 
Ain O Salish Kendra, 28 women were killed in the family torture 
last October. And in January to September there were 305 cases 
of domestic violence. Of these 207 women were killed by their 
husbands and 39 women, unable to bear torture, committed 
suicide.

According to the data analysis, 87 percent of the women at 
some point during their married life have been victim of torture. 
It includes physical, emotional, financial torture or sexual abuse. 
This picture of violence against women is not only in Bangladesh 
but prevails more or less in all parts of the world. In light of this 
and according to the decision of the United Nations, 16 Days of 
Activism is being observed all over the world every year from 
25 November to 10 December since 1991. The aim is to prevent 
violence against women. But, the above statistics clearly show 
how frustrating the real progress is.

Lack of resistance, patriarchy and discriminatory laws have 
been blamed as the reasons for violence against women in 
Bangladesh. It is said that violence against women are occurring 
repeatedly because the perpetrators go scot free. However, the 
government and various development organizations, through 
building awareness, are working to prevent such violence. But, 
without personal realization it is not possible to stop such crime.

Even then, everybody more or less agree that along with 
advocacy and the freedom of the judiciary, the judiciary must 
also be made gender-sensitive. 

Editor
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Violence against women and girls is one of 
the most prevalent human rights violations 
in the world. It knows no social, economic 
or national boundaries. Worldwide, an 

estimated one in three women experiences physical 
or sexual abuse in her lifetime.

Gender-based violence undermines the health, 
dignity, security and autonomy of its victims, yet it 
remains shrouded in a culture of silence. Victims of 
violence can suffer sexual and reproductive health 
consequences, including forced and unwanted 
pregnancies, unsafe abortions, traumatic fistula, 
sexually transmitted infections including HIV, and 
even death.

Bangladesh scenario is not different from the global 
scenario. The latest survey by the Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics in collaboration with the 
United Nations Population Fund published in 2014 
mentioned only 8 per cent of women said they 
were never abused at home. About 77 per cent of 
respondents said they were abused in the previous 
year, and one in three victims did not seek hospital 
treatment for their injuries.

The findings continues to mention that about 87 per 
cent of Bangladeshi married women are abused by 
their husband, which came from a sample survey 
among 12,600 women. The survey found that 
domestic violence is present in most Bangladeshi 
households. The data and incidences were of the 
previous year of the survey, It was also mentioned 
that 50 per cent of the violated women had sustained 
serious injuries, but one in three women refused to 
go to hospital for fear of retaliation by the husband. 
Although not as prevalent, the problem also affects 
Catholic women

As the findings mentioned in their voices, referring 
a lady, that “husbands consider us weak, and 
therefore believe that they have the right to 
dominate us, even beating us. I am a university 
graduate and I take care of our two children. But 
my husband does not listen to me, and if I do not 
do what he says, he beats me.”

Overall though, violence is correlated to illiteracy 
and low levels of education among women, the 
study explained.

According to human rights organization Bangladesh 
Mahila Parishad (BMP), 5,616 cases of violence 
against women were recorded in 2012, mostly 
rapes (904), followed by murders (900), stalking and 
death as a result of stalking (662); dowry-related 
murders (558), and suicide (435).Dr. Noor Mohammad

COvER sTORy

Gender 
based 
violence: 
Bangladesh 
Scenario



3November 2017 \ 

Cover story

Another study finds gender-based violence in 
Bangladesh goes unreported to police. Whatever 
we learn that’s just the pick of iceberg, the intensity 
of the problem is much bigger. It is deeply rooted 
to our patriarchal mentality and perception of our 
citizens that men are a bit higher authority. 

In this circumstance, many organizations have been 
working to further gender equality and women’s 
empowerment, and to address the physical and 
emotional consequences of gender-based violence. 
The programs offer psychosocial assistance, 
medical treatment and rape kits to survivors, and 
promote the right of all women and girls to live free 
of violence and abuse.

In this purview, an international campaign 
started back in 1991 to challenge violence against 
women  and girls which is known as 16 Days of 
Activism against Gender-Based Violence (GBV).
The campaign runs every year from 25 November, 
the  International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women, to 10 December, Human 
Rights Day. This activism was first by the Women’s 
Global Leadership Institute, held by the Center for 
Women’s Global Leadership  (CWGL) at  Rutgers 
University.

From the very beginning of this activism, Bangladesh 
is very active to make the campaign successful 
with different theme as it is prescribed by the 
United Nations - ’16 Days Activism’. The human 
rights based organizations, particularly some of 
the women-led and women organizations took 
the front row in this campaign but United Nations 
agencies in Bangladesh along with several bi-lateral 
and multi-lateral development partners are also 
joining hands to support this activism.

Every year, the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence Campaign either introduces a new 
theme, or continues an old one. The theme focuses 
on one particular area of gender inequality and 
works to bring attention to these issues and make 
changes that will have an impact. So far since the 
inception of the campaign, the themes taken and 
actions followed were detailing how participants 
can get involved and campaign in order to make a 
change.

The first campaign theme in 1991 was 
entitled  Violence Against Women Violates Human 
Rights. The theme was used again in 1992.[5]

In 1993, the third campaign’s second theme 
was  Democracy in the Family, Democracy of 
Families, Democracy for Every Body.

The 1994 theme brought back the first theme, but 
with a minor change. It was entitled  Awareness, 
Accountability, Action: Violence Against Women 
Violates Human Rights.

The 1995 theme,  Vienna, Cairo, Copenhagen, 
and Beijing: Bringing Women’s Human Rights 
Home,  focused on four major conferences, 
including the Fourth World Conference on Women 
in Beijing (September, 1995), which was «the third 
major UN conference since the World Conference 
on Human Rights in Vienna(1993),” and “...follows 
the  International Conference on Population and 
Development (Cairo, 1994), and the World Summit 
on Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995).»

As a follow up to the 1995 themes and major 
conferences within recent years, the 1996 theme 
was  Bringing Women’s Human Rights Home: 
Realizing Our Visions.

The 1997 Campaign was Demand Human Rights 
in the Home and the World,  which was working 
towards the 1998  Global Campaign for Women›s 
Human Rights.

The theme for the campaign in 1998 was Building a 
Culture of Respect for Human Rights

The 1999 campaign theme was entitled  Fulfilling 
the Promise of Freedom from Violence.

In 2000, the theme was  Celebrating the 
10thAnniversary of the Campaign,  in which 
participants would review the accomplishments 
of the last 10 years of the campaign and build 
upon those achievements. The Center also asked 
participants to send in documentation of their work 
in order to initiate a project to document the efforts 
of the campaign.

The campaign theme in 2001 was  Racism and 
Sexism: No More Violence.

The campaign theme in 2002 was Creating a Culture 
that Says No to Violence Against Women

The 2003 campaign,  Violence Against Women 
Violates Human Rights: Maintaining the Momentum 
Ten Years After Vienna (1993-2003),  was focused 
on reviewing changes that had occurred in the 
10 years since the  Vienna Declaration  that was 
a result of the  World Conference on Human 
Rights in Vienna  (1993) and the  UN General 
Assembly›s  adoption of the  Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women (2003).

The 2004-2005 campaign was entitled  For the 
Health of Women, for the Health of the World: 
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No More Violence,  particularly focused on the 
«intersection of violence against women and the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic.»

The 2006 campaign,  Celebrate 16 Years of 16 
Days: Advance Human Rights <--> End Violence 
Against Women, celebrated not only those who had 
contributed to the campaign, but those who had 
given their lives or suffered violence during their 
fight against gender inequality.

The 2007 campaign was entitled  Demanding 
Implementation, Challenging Obstacles: End 
Violence Against Women.

The 2008 campaign title was  Human Rights for 
Women <--> Human Rights for All: UDHR60, which 
celebrated the 60thanniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.

The 2009 theme was  Commit, Act, Demand: We 
CAN End Violence Against Women!

The theme in 2010 marked the 20th year of the 16 
Days of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign, 
and was entitled  Structures of Violence: Defining 
the Intersections of Militarism and Violence Against 
Women.

From 2011 to 2014, the theme of the campaign 
was From Peace in the Home to Peace in the World: 
Let’s Challenge Militarism and End Violence Against 
Women!

In 2015 and 2016, the theme of the campaign 
was From Peace in the Home to Peace in the World: 
Make Education Safe for All!

The 2017 16 Days of Activism Campaign places a 
stronger emphasis than in recent years on the 
human rights framework. As always, the 2017 
Campaign includes suggestions for awareness-
raising activities, including attracting attention 
and generating public support. This year however, 
this 16 Days Campaign Actions also includes 
suggestions for advocacy focused on institutional, 
legal, and policy change, i.e. for effective laws, 
policies and institutions that effectively prevent and 
address GBV in education. This reflects a refocused 
and renewed emphasis by the Center for Women’s 
Global Leadership (CWGL) on using the human 
rights framework to campaigning not only to raise 
awareness about gender-based violence, but also 

to eradicate it once and for all. 

Aligning with the SDGs, the theme for 2017 to 
observe the campaign is ‘Leave No One Behind: End 
Violence Against Women and Girls’.

As was mentioned another study supported 
by KOICA, Korea’s development agency, it was 
found that many preferred to work with informal 
institutions, such as Shalish or through the Union 
Parishad, and when they did report or seek redress 
from formal mechanisms, victims preferred to go to 
the village courts.

The study was conducted under a three-year 
project run by the UNDP Bangladesh, and Korea’s 
development agency, KOICA.

The findings, suggested and highlighted the need to 
also address stigma, stereotypes and other social 
norms “to demystify gender based violence as a 
personal or domestic issue”. The role of men and 
boys, including how they are socialized in terms 
of masculinity and violence, plays a crucial role in 
preventing sexual and gender-based violence, it 
said.

Having mentioned all these, we also would like 
to conclude by saying, Bangladesh has been 
progressing towards achieving the goal of ‘Zero 
tolerance to GBV’ but still we have miles to go to 
reach the destination. Recent news about the 
‘Gender Gap Index’ says, Bangladesh has topped 
the South Asian countries in gender equality for 
the third consecutive year, ranking 47thamong 
144 nations.It has also moved 25 notches up in the 
Global Gender Gap Report 2017 published by the 
World Economic Forum (WEF) in the last month.

We do have still the news of violence everyday 
including rape, molestation, bullying to show our 
patriarchal mentality. Until and unless we change 
our attitude and behavior towards our female 
counterparts it would be hard to reach the expected 
goals. Let us all work together towards ending 
gender based violence!

_______________________

*The writer is the Executive Director of PSTC and 
the Editor for ProjanmoKotha. He could be reached 
at noor.m@pstc-bgd.org



NGO activities in Bangladesh started 
way back in 1972. Basically the non-
governmental organizations had started 
joining hands with the government 

in various development activities since then. 
At present the number of big and small non-
government voluntary organizations in the country 
would be more than 2000.

Some of these NGOs carry out their activities with 
foreign funds while some gather funds locally. 
International NGOs run their activities basically with 
foreign financial assistance or funds while the local 
NGOs’ fund primarily comes from the government. 
Sometimes it is not possible on the government 
alone to carry out development work in remote 
areas of the country. Here is where the NGOs play 

an important role.

With time some changes have come in the sources 
of funds for the NGOs.  A couple of decades ago, 
there was no dearth of funds for the NGOs. But now, 
due to increase in competition acquiring funds for 
development activities have become a little tough. 
Moreover, within a few years Bangladesh is going 
to become a middle-income country, which means 
a lot of donors and donor countries would lose 
interest in funding development activities. 

For future funding sources, Population Services 
and Training Center (PSTC) on 22 November, 2017 
hosted a day-long “Workshop on Fundraising for 
NGOs in Bangladesh”. The workshop, first of its kind 
in the country, was co-sponsored by PACE Canada, 
Manusher Jonno Foundation and EcoFab. 

NGOs need networking for 
better mobilization of funds
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Top management and representatives of nearly 
30 local and international NGOs attended the 
workshop aimed at identifying the process of 
fundraising worldwide and what the Bangladeshi 
NGOs need in the impending scenario when the 
country becomes a middle-income country.

Chairing the inaugural session, PSTC Executive 
Director Dr. Noor Mohammad said there was lack 
of ideas regarding mobilizing of funds and the local 
NGOs are too much dependent on others. 

He emphasized on networking among the local 
NGOs and in having resource mobilization plan for 
every individual organization.

Earlier, the workshop, held at Hotel Golden Tulip, 
began with PSTC Chief Finance Officer Susmita 
Parvin welcoming the guests, speakers and the 
participants who came from various districts.

PACE Executive Director Emamul Haque said 
networking was very important in fundraising. 
Sharing his academic knowledge on the subject, 
Emamul Haque said there was a huge gap in 
fundraising practice in Bangladesh.  He said 
networking was important in fundraising and 
stressed on the necessity of volunteerism for a 
successful fundraising campaign.

PACE Canada Legal Adviser Barrister Nusrat Jahan 
in her opening remarks elaborated the experience 
of how charity and funds for humanitarian causes 
are collected in Canada. 

Country Director of Food for Hungry, Kajal Sengupta 
in his deliberation stressed on the approach for 
funds and how to make a good cause as the cause 
of the donor organization or individual.

It was rare opportunity to hear Dhaka Ahsania 
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