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Meeting premises;forRentin,
Green Outskirts of Dhaka,

Gazinur Complex

POPULATION SERVICES AND TRAINING CENTER (PSTC)

Facilities

PSTC has five training rooms adequate for five groups of trainees. The rooms are
air-conditioned, decorated and brightened up with interested posters and educational
charts. Multi-midea projector, video camera, still camera and multiple easel boards are
available in the classrooms. There are dormitory facilities for accommodating 60
persons in Gazipur Complex. Transport facilities are also available for the trainees for
field and site visits.

General infformation
Interested organizations are requested to contact PSTC.

We are always ready to serve our valued clients with all our expertise and resources.

Hall rent
: Tk. 15,000/- (Table set up upto 100 persons and Auditorium set
up upto 200 persons) per day
: Tk. 8,000/- (upto 40-50 persons capacity) per day
: Tk. 6,000/- (20-30 persons capacity) per day

Accommodation
: Taka 1500/- per day Single Room (2 Bedded AC Room)
If one person takes, then per room Tk. 1,200 (Subject to
Availability) per day
: Taka 1200/- per day Double Room (4 Bedded Non AC Room)
If two/three persons take, then per bed Tk. 500)

Food Charge
: Tk. 300/- - 400/- per day per meal

Multimedia
: Tk. 1500/- per day

[ POPULATION SERVICES AND TRAINING CENTER-PSTC

Address: PSTC Complex, Masterbari, Nanduain, Kaultia, Gazipur Sadar, Gazipur
working for popuiation & development - Phone: 9853284, 9884402, 9857289, E-mail: pstc@pstc-bgd.org, Website: www.pstc-bgd.org
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EDITORIAL

Environmental pollution has been increasing day by day due to
global industrialization and urbanization. There is miles after miles
of deforestation. The biggest mangrove forests, the Sundarbans in
recent times has been under threat due to the pollution from black
smoke emitted by mills and factories. The most negative impact of
environmental pollution is seen in climate change. The reality is now
that when it is supposed to rain, it is running dry. And during the dry
season it is raining. Black smoke from the brick fields is reducing the
amount of oxygen in the air. The excessive use of polythene is polluting
the soil and the overall environment.

The effects of these are impacting the lives of the people. Many people
are losing their livelihood due to severe floods. More than three million
people are currently subjected to climate change. According to the
World Bank, the figure will cross 5.3 million by 2050. According to the
organization, coastal people will lose habitat, there will be adverse
effects on water, soil and crop, and there the crisis of drinking water
will increase.

At this time, the World Environment Day was observed on 5 June with
the theme ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’. Consumers and producers are being
encouraged to manufacture and use jute shopping bags as alternative
to polythene bags. Various steps are being pronounced to reduce
environmental pollution. Concerned people believe that the intensity of
environmental pollution can be overcome through adoption of correct
policy and well-intentioned steps. And for this reason, the concerned
are laying importance on dredging of river, canal excavation, and tree
plantation.

Not only environmental pollution, Bangladesh has also not been able
to properly prevent issue like child labor. Although the The World
Day Against Child Labor’ was observed on 12 June with the theme
‘Generation safe and Healthy'.

According to the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, currently 1.28 million
children are engaged in risky work in Bangladesh. The government is
committed to resolve risky child labor by 2021. For this, the Ministry
of Labor and Employment has taken up a Taka 2850 million project to
remove children from 38 risky jobs.

In addition to the sustainable development goals 2030, the concerned
ministry has recently formulated a new action plan to reduce child
labor by 2025. According to the plan, the committee is working to
reduce child labor at national level, district level and up to upazila level.
The concerned people think that it is possible to fulfill this action plan
only through good intention because we should not forget that these
children are our future. Eid-ul-Fitr greetings to all.

Editor

Projanmo Founding Editor: Abdur Rouf

Edited and published by Dr. Noor Mohammad, Executive Director Population Services and Training Center (PSTC).
House # 93/3, Level 4-6, Road # 8, Block-C, Niketon, Dhaka-1212.

Telephone: 02 9853386, 9853284, 9884402. E-mail: projanmo@pstc-bgd.org

This publication could be made possible with the assistance from The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands through its supported project SANG/OG
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ikhil plies boat on river

Turag. When asked

how old he was, he said

forty. Having a skinny
body, he was coughing non-stop
like the movement of the oar.
It was a morning of the Bengali
month of Baishakh and | asked
Nikhil how he was doing. Not
good at all, he said adding that
no one wants to get up on the
boat in the stinky river which has
affected his income. He said he
is unable to run his five-member
family. His house is situated
beside brickfields and so there
are always health risks. He also
said that everybody in the family
has got breathing problem and
he has got skin disease working
in this polluted river. Besides,
he cannot afford the cost of
medicines.

The scenario of such pollution is
seen all over the country which
is increasing health risks. Every
year thousands of people die
due to environmental pollution.
The scenario of climate change
is more dangerous. The number
of lightning strikes in the country
has been increasing in the
last few years due to climate
change. The number of deaths
is also increasing. In spite of
the development of various
government-owned enterprises
including the  Ministry of
Environment, the environment
is being polluted along with the
development in the country.
The surroundings are being
destroyed. Bio-diversity is at risk.
Water bodies are being grabbed,
polluted and filled. Every year,
quite a good percentage of the
national exchequer is being spent
on pollution related diseases.

But the desired sustainable
development maintaining the
nature and the environment
is not happening. The dream
of green growth  without
destroying the environment and



nature is remaining unfulfilled.
Bangladesh's progress as a
developing country is like the
story of monkey climbing an oily
bamboo. All the big talkers of
development are destroying the
nature, bio-diversity and natural
resources in the countries. For

them, human development,
equality, employment  are
valueless.

Every year the World

Environment Day returns, but
the number of people like Nikhil
does not decrease. Rather,
environmental problems and
crisis are further intensified.

Even then, it is undeniable that
Bangladesh has made significant
progressin some areas related to
environmental management. But
this progress is not compatible
with the growth and the progress
in poverty reduction. Bangladesh
has not yet officially accepted
the ‘Green Growth Strategy'
which fits with environmental
protection-compatible
development agendas. Due to
the lack of green growth strategy
and related regulations, policies
and institutions, there has been

environmental degradation
which had increased the cost in
the past. Besides, adverse effects
of climate change are increasing
and negative risks and delicate
situations are emerging. In view
of these, the implementation of
government's vision to become
a high-income country and the
plan to completely eliminate
poverty by 2041 would be
onerous.

The environmental degradation
and the risk of climate change
have allowed us to see the
realities in new perspectives.
Apart from the need for
environmental protection, there
is considerable risk in achieving
the goal of implementing the
2041 goals of income generation
and poverty alleviation until the
relevant regulations, policies
and institutional reforms are not
fully compatible with the growth
and poverty reduction agenda.
There is also risk in achieving
sustainable development goals
by 2030.

We all  want sustainable
development and for that we
need to achieve pollution free

June 2018 I'PROJANMO oiha
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green growth where the waters of
the rivers would be transparent
and clean. The industrial wastes
would not be dumped into
the Buriganga, Shitalakhya or
Karnaphuli rivers. There will be
development, but not destroying
the forests and not encroaching
the rivers, canals and water
bodies.

Bangladesh faces many
challenges on its way to
sustainable development.
Bangladesh is one the most risky
countries in the world to face the
adverse effects of climate change.
Natural disasters like floods,
cyclones, salinity intrusion,
river erosion, temperature rise
and water logging are regular
phenomenon. Climate change
has intensified the risks of
these natural disasters. The
environment is being degraded
due to deforestation, land
erosion, water pollution and
other detrimental causes. Policy
Research Institute (PRI) Vice
Chairman Dr Sadiq Ahmed in
his recent study on Bangladesh's
Green Growth has identified
all these challenges. According
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to him, the situation will be
disastrous if the said challenges
are not dealt with effectively.

Bangladesh has some excellent
laws and policies, including
Bangladesh Environment
Conservation Act, Bangladesh
Water Act, but there is a lack of
environmental management
and implementation of the
laws. Existing policies and
activities and the programs give
importance to climate change
without focusing on overall green
economic growth. As a result, the
current economic momentum
in the business sector of
Bangladesh will naturally lead to
adverse macro-economic impact
and serious environmental
degradation. The effects will also
be huge in terms of growth and
poverty reduction. To resolve
the problems the following
strategically important measures
are needed to be taken.

Coordination among existing
laws, regulation and programs is
needed and lack of consolidation
has to be resolved. Besides,
robust policy for environmental

PROJANMO kotha 1l JUNe 2018

management has to be
implemented.

@ Governance and institutional
management - There is a
lack of coordination among
various organizations which
has to be resolved.

® Financial Challenges - Budget
allocation for the Ministry of
Environment is inadequate
and it negates the interests
of both the ability and
implementation.

If we want to move towards the
path of green growth, we need
to first create the green growth
strategy. It is important to create
thisstrategywiththe participation
of all. The need for green growth
has been mentioned also in two
media dialogues organized by
the Forum of Environmental
Journalists of Bangladesh. This
opinion has also been laid in
several studies by experts and
policy makers in UK and Adam
Smith International programs.
They want to say that:

environmental
within

e Integrating
considerations

macroeconomic framework: It
isnecessaryforenvironmental

management and poverty
reduction as a result of
adopting  green  growth

strategy. If the environmental
needs are neglected, long-
term development issues will
be affected and will cause
irreparable damage to the
environment.

Identification ~ of  policies
and institutions which will
lead to the development of
environmental coordination:
It is necessary to include
environmental considerations
in  sector-based  policies,
programs and organizations.
It will be helpful in the
expansion of the market
and can help to increase the
growth through renewable
energy and pollution-free
technology and sustainable
management  of  forest
resources and investment in
the productivity of the land.

Influence of sectors on policy:
In order to implement Vision
2041, various  measures



should be included in
the  policy related to
environmental degradation.
Coordinating fiscal policy in
environmental management
will help reduce air and water
pollution. Eliminating fuel
subsidies and imposing green
taxes on the use of fossil
fuels will reduce emissions
and increase use of renewal

energy resources.

Institutional  reform:  The
implementation of these
plans and programs is

importantin order to promote
environmental coordination
in policies and programs
of different ministries and
related organizations. It will
be possible to provide high-
end technical support to the
government if the budget
and capacities of different
ministries and related
organizations are increased.
At the same time, the role and
responsibilities from top to
bottom, decentralization of
environmental management

need to be clearly defined.

Financing Alternatives: Private
funding can  strengthen
environmental protection.
On the other hand, the
government through policy
can earn revenue from
polluters. Bangladesh has
to be prepared to make
the get and use of Global
Climate Funds by meeting
the necessary conditions
and standards. Coordination
among the Economic
Relations Division, Ministry
of Environment and Forests,

Finance  Ministry, Foreign
Ministry and Planning
Commission can help

effectively coordinate with
various international climate
funds such as Adaptation
Fund, Least  Developed
Countries Fund (LDCF),
Climate Investment Fund
(CIF), The Brazilian Privete
Equity Fund (FIP), Global
Evironment Facility (GEF),
Reducing  Emission  from
Deforestation & Forest

o Iune<2BRS 1L
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Degradation (REDD), Naitonal
Mitigation Action and related
organizations.

If we want the good health and
economic development of the
pollution victims like Nikhil,
we will have to take the path
of green growth. We have to
proceed towards green growth.
That is why more research is
needed. Formulation of a green
growth strategy with everyone's
participation is needed.
Reforming the  governance
system and institutional reform
are needed for building a green
future. This requires strong
political commitment. Only then
we can deal with development
challenges and can achieve
sustainable development goals.

The Writer is

President, Forum of Environmental
Journalists of Bangladesh, and
Environment, Climate and
Sustainable Development Analyst.

E-mail: quamrul2030@gmail.com
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he World Day Against
Child Labor this year too
is being observed with
due importance. The
International Labor Organization
announced this day in 2002
to safeguard child rights and
to protect children from being
involved in hazardous jobs. Since
then, like in all other countries

i PROJANMO (o 1 June 2018

World's 9% child labor
In Bangladesh

Saiful Huda

of the world, the day is being
observed in Bangladesh every
year. But the reason for which
the day is observed, child labor
cannot be stopped. Rather, the
involvement of children in risky
labor is increasing day by day.

A recent survey of Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics revealed that
there are now 3.5 million child

labors in the country. Of these,
nearly 41 per cent or 1.3 million
children are engaged in risky
labor. About 95 percent of child
labors in the country are working
in informal sector. Of them
5,08,298 children are working in
urban areas.

Labor law was updated in
Bangladesh in 2006 where it has



been specifically stated that no
child below 14 years of age can
be taken to work. And children
from 14 to 18 years of age can
be taken to work, but cannot be
involved in risky jobs. Child labor
has been prohibited in 38 types
of hazardous work.

The real picture is, however,
the opposite. According to the
BSAF report, there are 17 million
child labors in the age group of
5 to 11 years; those who do not

have the permission to work
but are working in different
organizations. Among these
children, there are 1.28 million
children engaged in risky labor,
which is alarming.

Bangladesh is moving
towards achieving Sustainable
Development Goals. Of the
17 SDG targets, child labor is
at number eight. It has been
said that by 2021 children will
be taken out of risky jobs and

there will be no child labor in the
country in 2025. But there is not
enough initiative to implement
it. As a result, there are doubts
about achieving the goal.

Ministry of Planning's
Implementation Monitoring and
Evaluation Division (IMED) report
shows that a child labor earns
only Taka 100 for an average
of 8 hours of daily labor. The
maximum income of a child labor
is Taka 10,500 per month and the




P ?ZF_'T TRt

minimum earning is Taka 260. Most children (about
72%) spend theirincome on the needs of the family.

The BBS survey found that 16,98,894 children in 18
sectors were engaged in child labor. Among them,
7,45,690 were girl child. Nearly 57 percent of the
jobs involving child labor are temporary. About
1.07 million children presently engaged in child
labor are school dropouts while 1,42,000 of them
children had never been to school.

The wages of child labors are also very low. About
700,000 children do not get any wages. There
are 1.019 million children who get wages. Nearly
3,88,142 children receive a monthly salary of Taka
5000 to Taka 7000. And about a hundred thousand
children get less than Taka 2500. Nearly 250,000
children get monthly wages of more than Taka
7000. On the other hand, the wages of children
(1.28 million) working for more than 5 hours a day
or involved in risky jobs are also very low.

According to the National Children Policy 2011,
children aged 5 to 18 years cannot do any risky job.
Involving children between 5 to 14 years of age is a
penal offense, but this law remains only on paper.

According to International Labor Organization
(ILO) data, there are 347 economic activities which
involve child labors. Of these activities, 47 types
of work have been identified as highly risky. The

LITIN T



highly risky jobs include work in toxic chemical
factories including battery industry, tannery, sex
work, bidi and tobacco factories, transportation
sector, garbage collecting, gas factories, lathe
machines and welding work, automobile factories,
salt factories, rickshaws and van pulling, carpentry,
craftsmanship in jewelry industry, work at rice
mills and spice grinding factories, manufacturing
industry and drug peddling.

Most of the children employed in these activities
are street children. These street-children toil 10 to
12 hours for one meal only. About 69 percent of the
street children are engaged in some kind of child
labor.

Basically, in Bangladesh 6 to 7 year old children
are forced to sell labor due to family and socio-
economic reasons. Concerned people think that
nearly 5 percent of the world's total child labor
is in Bangladesh. Values among people from all
walks of life are needed to be changed to remove
and eliminate risky child labor from the society.
Apart from this, awareness building can play an
important role in resolving child labor. And for that,
at family and at individual level, everyone needs to
be conscious.

[ Photos: Indra Kumar Ghosh
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opulation Services and Training Center (PSTC)

and Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical

University, the Department of Virology jointly

organized a two-day training on HIV and STI
Prevention, Transmission and Management on
14-15 May, 2012.

Taking part in the inaugural session, the chief guest
Samul Islam, Line Director, HIV, TB and Lepersar
said that the government has been working to
prevent HIV / AIDS. NGOs like PSTC have been
carrying out various initiatives and public works

H PROJANMO o
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with government organizations. The common
people should work at the field level, come out of
social prejudice. All of us have to work in harmony
with HIV / AIDS.

Special Guest Dr. Sher Mustafa Sadiq Khan,
Director (ASP) told that people who migrated have
increased the risk of HIV/AIDS and emphasised on
working together.

The chair of the inaugural session, Virology
Department Chairperson Prof Shahina Tabasum




said that we must be precautious and provide
correct reports regarding pathology, because the
medical treatment would be provided based on
the report.

PSTC's Program Manager Dr. Lutfun Nahar spoke
with the greetings and informed about the objective
of the SANGJOG project target groups and activities.

Deputy Director and Program Manager (SP)
Dr. Belal Hossain, Professor Dr. Saif Ulla Munshi
Virology Department (BSMMU), Dr. Shahanaz
Begum Freelance Consultant, Dr. Fatema Khatun
Senior Manager BRAC, Dr. Sheuli Chowdhury
Associate Professor Obstetric and Gynecology,
Dr. Chandan K. Roy Associate Professor (BSMMU),
Dr. Abul Khair of IPAS Bangladesh, and Dr. M. M.
Islam Save the Children were the facilitators of the
training sessions.

The different sessions held include:

e Giving Priority to the HIV Intervention by GOB:
Apporpriate or Inappropriate ;

SANGJOG PAGE

e Pathogenesis and management of HIV infection;

@ Transmission and Prevention of HIV: National
Context, Behavior at Risk and Safety Measures;

e HIV and TB Dual Epidemic;

e PMTCT in Bangladesh: A Success Story;
e Sexualy Transmitted Infections;

e Diagnosis and Management of STIs;

e Stigma and Discrimination in Health Care

Settings;

PSTC's program manager Sakila Matin Mridula said,
“To prevent HIV, it is necessary to continue working
with joint efforts at both, government and non-
government levels to prevent HIV.”

SANGJOG, PSTCs Dhaka district coordinator,
Nahid Zahan, thanked all the participants and the
BSMMU’s Department of Virology for supporting
this training.

Nahid Zahan

[ .
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YOUTH CORNER

Dear young friends, there is a time in life everyone has to pass through which is also known as
‘teenage’. This teenage is basically from 13-19 yers of age. Sometimes it is called adolescent
period which is very sensitive. During this period, some physical as well as emotional changes
occur which are at times embarrassing. We have introduced this page for those young friends.
Do not hesitate to ask monotheistic or psycho-social questions as well as questions related to
sex, sexuality and sexual organs in this page. We will try to give you an appropriate answer.
You may send your queries to the below address and we have a pool of experts to answer.

youthcorner@pstc-bgd.org; projanmo@pstc-bgd.org

1. Question: My workstation at the office is surrounded by
women colleagues and | am the only male in a big space.
Naturally, even if | don’t want, | listen to girl talks all day
long. If I want to change my workstation, | cannot. Do you
have any suggestion for me?

Answer: Your uncomfortability is quite obvious in your
question. In every office, two things are taken into
consideration while deciding a person’s workstation. First,
the matter of team work is kept in mind and the second
is the work and responsibility of the officer or the staff
sitting in the space. | believe your office did the same. With
due respect and politely you can straight away tell your
colleagues about your uneasiness. They may understand
and remain cautious about such discussions. If you
don't find a remedy in this, you can talk about it to your
supervisor or your office administration, and that too in a
professional way. Maybe, one of your female colleagues
is facing similar situation in another space of your office
where everyone around her are males. She also has
uncomfortability. If the issue is raised, the authority might
get interested in going for seating re-arrangement. But,
| also want to say that males and females have to work
together at the working place. One has to have an adjusting
mentality. Only then we can progress, the organization will
progress, the country will progress.

2. Question: We have been in love for seven years. The
girl’s family is not going to accept me in any way. My
age is increasing and my family is putting pressure to
get married. | also want to get married, but not with
disapproval of the family or eloping. What should | do
now?

Answer: Your thoughts are respectful. You are giving
importance to your liking/love, at the same time not
disrespecting the family. You want to marry the girl of your
choice but with everybody’s consent. At the same time you
do not want to act cowardice by eloping. All your thoughts
are good and respectful. You will surely win, but you
might have to wait for a while. You have to find a person
acceptable to the girl's family. Your lady-love can help you
in this regard. She can tell you who can be the negotiator
or who can give this relationship an accomplishment. So,
without anymore waiting and with a firm mind you have to
take the help of such a person. Hope you will be successful.
All the best wishes for you.

3. One of my university friends recently got married. All our
friends very much enjoyed the wedding. After the wedding
all the boys went to the campus to roam together. Being
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a girl, and like other girls | couldn’t join them. That day |
felt very bad. Am | thinking wrong? Is it wrong to want to
have freedom? How do | minimize my resentment?

Answer: The first thing is that your thoughts are not
wrong. There is nothing wrong to ask for freedom. To
reduce any resentment there is need for initiative and
that initiative has to come from you. Now, coming to your
resentment perspective. All of your friends, irrespective
of girl or boy, have enjoyed the wedding. To intensify the
fun, the proposal to go to the cherished campus came up.
You didn't mention the time, but if it was day-time there
wouldn't have been any problem going along with other
girls. If it was night time and from your description it
seems to be night time and that is why the question of girls
‘not being able to go' and have fun has come up. If | ask
you, why you couldn't go? Then the matter of ‘prohibition
by the guardians' would surely come up. This is the thing
to ponder, to understand, to realize. And the issue of
liking and resentment comes up. You have to be a little
analytical. The parents or guardians had prohibited you
from going because they had your ‘safety’ issue in mind
and that is why they didn't give consent to your having the
extra fun. It was not to impose restriction, but your security
matter was in their mind. If you think deeply, you will not
be annoyed on them. There are many occurrences in our
society which make them afraid thinking of your safety.
You have to remember that they have more experience
than you. And that is why you didn't get their ‘consent’ for
‘extra fun'. If you think like this, your resentment will not
only lessen, but will go away. | am sure, you will be happy
and joyful.

4. Question: | am 28. Being still a bachelor, everybody in the
office and home and relatives talk about my marriage. |
am fed-up listening to these. What should | do?

Answer: It has become a practice of our society. We put
forward such question if we see an eligible (I am terming your
age as eligible) boy or a girl without considering anything else.
And when you are saying about your office, means you are
employed, so why the delay in marriage? Some might even
go a bit further in asking whether you have a boyfriend or
girlfriend? Are you in a relationship? And much more! Whether
be it at office or home, colleague or relative, there are people
who will talk like this. My first suggestion would be not to get
irritated and stay relaxed. Secondly, you can take it very lightly
and answer with a sentence like - ‘you will come to know in
time’. Thirdly, if you don’t want to answer, just give them a
smile. Rather, they will get disinterested. So, don't take the
load on yourself, transfer it and stay well.
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l ello, I Am’ (HIA)
H organized a
SBCC (Social

Behavior Change

Communication) Message
Development  Workshop  at
Gazipur PSTC Complex.

Sanjeeda Islam, Consultant
of HIA for developing SBCC
materials, facilitated the entire
session while Shiropa Kulsum,
Project Manager of Women
Empowerment (WE), was the
co-facilitator.

The two-day workshop aimed at
having an updated knowledge on
the child marriage situationinthe
working areas. It also provided
the scopetolearntheimportance

of strategic communication and
its effectiveness for behavior
change, know the techniques
of developing messages, draft
a number key messages for
different target groups, chalk out
a networking map of responsible
persons for help, and to provide
input on types of materials
for HIA's communication
intervention.

The workshop ensured the
participation of all Implementing
partners of HIA.

The working group of this
workshop  included  Project
Officers, Project Associates and
Community volunteers from all
implementing partners of HIA.

Team Leader of HIA, Dr. Sushmita
Ahmed, Program Manager of
PSTC Kaniz Gofrani Quraishy,
Project Manager of DSK Dr. Kallol
Chowdhury and Bisshawjit Das
from BBCMA were also part of
the working team.

At the end of the workshop, the
working team developed a set
of communication messages for
different target groups of ‘Hello |
Am’communication intervention.
The Executive Director of PSTC,
Dr. Noor Mohammad also joined
the second day of the session
and gave valuable feedback and
wished the team all the best.

W Kamrunnahar Kona
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hare-Net, a knowledge platform on sexual
and reproductive health and rights, organized
a two-day learning session on 13 and 14 May,
2018 at Hotel De Castel.
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Individuals from 15 different NGOs and
INGOs working on child marriage and SRHR
issues participated in the event to share their
experiences and knowledge.



“When we gave loans to underprivileged families
for any livelihood and thereby postponing child
marriages, they surprisingly used the amount to
give away in dowries, so we changed our approach
and started signing them up for trainings instead,”
said Sharmin Farhat from Unite for Body Rights
(UBR) Bangladesh, during one of her presentations.

Participants through various interactive sessions
learned from the interactions and came up with
new ideas and steps to address child marriage
issue effectively.

The collaborative approach provided a platform
for the participants to analyze knowledge gaps in
implementing the projects, policies and practices
related to child marriage.

Mushfiqua Zaman Satiar, Senior Adviser, SRHR and
Gender from The Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, gave the closing remarks to wrap up
the event. She appreciated the initiative taken by
Share-Net Bangladesh team and hoped the work
on child marriage abolition will contribute in a long
run.
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opulation Services and Training Center
(PSTC) and BRAC on 17 May, 2018 signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to work
together for Improving Health and Nutrition
Status of Urban Extreme Poor in Bangladesh
through Sustainable Health Services Provision.

‘Health and Nutrition Status of Urban Extreme
Poor in Bangladesh through Sustainable Health
Services Provision’ is a three-year program being
implemented by BRAC-Concern  Worldwide
consortium to establish and demonstrate
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an effective, comprehensive, intagrated and
sustainable health system to provide health
nutrition and population services to the urban
extreme poor.

Head of Programs Dr. Md. Mahbubul Alam and
HIA Team Leader Dr. Sushmita Ahmed from PSTC,
Consortium Manager Mr. Emranul Haq, Financial
Services Adviser Md. Zakir Hossain and Dr. Nahid
Chowdhury of Concern Worlwide, and BRAC's Dr.
Sazzat Rahat Hossain were present at the signing
ceremony.



