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Meeting premises;forRentin,
Green Outskirts of Dhaka,

Gazinur Complex

POPULATION SERVICES AND TRAINING CENTER (PSTC)

Facilities

PSTC has five training rooms adequate for five groups of trainees. The rooms are
air-conditioned, decorated and brightened up with interested posters and educational
charts. Multi-midea projector, video camera, still camera and multiple easel boards are
available in the classrooms. There are dormitory facilities for accommodating 60
persons in Gazipur Complex. Transport facilities are also available for the trainees for
field and site visits.

General infformation
Interested organizations are requested to contact PSTC.

We are always ready to serve our valued clients with all our expertise and resources.

Hall rent
: Tk. 15,000/- (Table set up upto 100 persons and Auditorium set
up upto 200 persons) per day
: Tk. 8,000/- (upto 40-50 persons capacity) per day
: Tk. 6,000/- (20-30 persons capacity) per day

Accommodation
: Taka 1500/- per day Single Room (2 Bedded AC Room)
If one person takes, then per room Tk. 1,200 (Subject to
Availability) per day
: Taka 1200/- per day Double Room (4 Bedded Non AC Room)
If two/three persons take, then per bed Tk. 500)

Food Charge
: Tk. 300/- - 400/- per day per meal

Multimedia
: Tk. 1500/- per day

[ POPULATION SERVICES AND TRAINING CENTER-PSTC

Address: PSTC Complex, Masterbari, Nanduain, Kaultia, Gazipur Sadar, Gazipur
working for popuiation & development - Phone: 9853284, 9884402, 9857289, E-mail: pstc@pstc-bgd.org, Website: www.pstc-bgd.org
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EDITORIAL

Incidents of stalking are in no way decreasing. Every day
there are media reports of one or more rape cases, murder
after rape, women’s oppression or violence against women.
A few days ago, we celebrated International Women'’s
Day on 8th March, but we are skeptical of how much we
understand or have understood the greatness of this day.

In a research report made by Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
last year, 42 young girls committed suicide during 2015 and
2017 due to stalking or harassment by boys in the name of
love. Failing to find a way to protect themselves from the
eve-teasers, these girls chose the path of suicide. According
to the published report, news of 775 sexual harrassment
incidents were published between 2015 to 2017, but the
rate of trial of these incidents is negligible.

A non-government organization's recent survey revealed
that in 2013 there were 593 cases of child rape in the
country. The number of cases in 2013 was 33 percent more
than the previous year. Twenty two children were killed
after rape, 70 were victims of gang rape and 90 children
had been victims of sexual harassment.

This data indicated the safety of women's life. There
wouldn't be a single woman who hasn't been subject to
harassment at home or outside the house. The most unsafe
are the bus stations, launch terminals, market places and
even crowded roads.

Although we live in a country having women leadership,
the rights of women are trampled at every step. The
geometrical growth in the number of incidents of rape,
sexual harassment compared to the measures taken by
the government is very much frustrating. Although there
are laws, but the application is not very visible. In most
cases, there is no punishment for criminals. Rather, the
victim has to take the blame in the society. For this, we
must first bring change in our mentality, especially in the
mentality of men. In this case, the family and society can
play a positive role.

Editor

Projanmo Founding Editor: Abdur Rouf

Edited and published by Dr. Noor Mohammad, Executive Director Population Services and Training Center (PSTC).
House # 93/3, Level 4-6, Road # 8, Block-C, Niketon, Dhaka-1212.

Telephone: 02 9853386, 9853284, 9884402. E-mail: projanmo@pstc-bgd.org

This publication could be made possible with the assistance from The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands through its supported project SANG/OG



International Women's Day:
Perspectives and achievements

Kaniz Gofrani Quraishy

oday, when we see that women are

conquering the summits, working in space

and aviation, contributing to research,

working in mills and factories, agriculture
and construction, advancing in business, education
and healthcare, administration, military, and
politics, only then we believe in women's rights
which in overall sense is human rights. We expect
that this progress of women will continue even
further in the future.

Although it is true that the success of women did
not comein one day, evenin oneyear or eveninone
decade. Women have been victims of oppression,
exploitation, deprivation, discrimination,
negligence and slander for hundreds years. The
road to freedom has been very difficult behind
which is a history of long movement, struggle,
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dedication and contribution. There are both men
and women in this history, because the men in
general had separated women from the entire
progress of society and civilization in their interests.
The patriarchal power structure by suppressing
women'’s rights made them the apparatus of child
production and household work, and curbed
women empowerment by making them slave for
service. However, in the evolution of time, some
sensible people felt the need as time demanded to
getrid of the constrained condition of women. They
extended their hands of cooperation in the struggle
for women's rights. However, complete freedom of
women from this enchainment is yet to come.

With the advancement of civilization Industrial
development has taken place. In the eighteenth
century, women in advanced countries like Europe



and America got job as factory workers, but the
work of women was different than that of men. The
women were given the low level jobs, the working
environment was inhuman, wages were less though
they had to work for 16 hours instead of 8 or 10
working hours. The women at that time were even
deprived of voting rights.

The first movement for women rights started in
1857. The women of America's Amazon factory
protested for fair wages, labor hours and inhuman
working environment. Government police forces
attacked the protesters. Almost at the same time,
the movement for women'’s right to vote has also
started in many European countries. Nearly 110
years ago, in February 1908, the first women's day
challenging the patriarchal power structure was
observed in the United States.

There was a big protest rally demanding women'’s
economic and political rights and right to franchise.
In 1909, America's Sociologist Party observed
National Women’s Day on 28 February. After that,
Clarajetkin, the leader of the Social Democratic Party
of Germany, at the second international conference
of workingwomen in Copenhagenin 1910 proposed

COVER STORY

to observe Women’s Day for ensuring women'’s
rights. Although the first International Women's
Day was observed on 19 March 1911, the United
Nations announced the observation of ‘Women'’s
Year'in 1975 and declared March 8 to be observed
as 'Women'’s Day' worldwide. Later, the UN General
Assemblyin 1977 adopted the resolution to observe
International Women'’s Day on 8 March every year.

After the Beijing Women's Conference in 1995,
the International Women's Day was celebrated on
8th March in Bangladesh. Women’s Day has been
declared a public holiday in different countries of
the world. Among those are Afghanistan and Nepal
of Asia, many countries of the Russian Federation
and also different countries of Africa.

Importance of celebrating Women's Day: The
history of women workers struggle for their rights
is behind the celebration of Women'’s Day. As its
continuation, women worldwide on the 8th of every
year celebrate the day as an occasion for their rights.
Although there are differences in the observation
of the day in different countries, many countries
observe women’'s day to honor and respect
women. Again, there are countries where the day
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is observed showing the importance to women's
economic, political and social empowerment. But
undoubtedly it is a day that women acknowledge
their achievements without being divided into
national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic or
political divisions.

The theme of Women’s Day: On the occasion of the
day, the United Nations decides to make a theme
for each year to advance women's advancement
and empowerment. In the light of this theme, many
events are organized to celebrate Women's Day.
The theme of this year in 2018 is: “Time is now for
women: they are in development changing the
work-life-style in villages and towns".

The theme of this year was fixed in accordance
with the pledge of women’s rights, equality and
justice in light of the issues that were at the very
beginning of the women's rights movement. As
a result, the issues of violence against women,
discriminatory treatment of women, equal pay
and women's political representation in various
countries including America and Europe came up
for discussion. It also echoed this year's theme of
“International Women's Day” and the forthcoming
62nd session of the UN Commission’s topic “Rights
and activism of rural women" which will uphold the
reasons of falling behind of more than a quarter
of the world's population from the mainstream
of development. It will make visible the rural and
urban women’s invisible labor and change the
momentum of their work appreciating their full
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potentials. As a result, the movement of women
empowerment will be more vigorous.

A number of recent studies have shown that
women are cultivating agricultural land, sowing
crops, producing food and contributing to
providing food for the people of the country. But
their contribution to development indicators due to
gender inequalities is not properly evaluated. Still,
the rural women are not only far behind the rural
men, they also lag behind city women. In spite of
all these, the rural women are advancing against
adversities although they lack good infrastructure,
services, social security and decent work, and are
always at risk of being affected by the effects of
climate change. In the meantime, they are using
new innovative farming techniques, earning new
skills to improve their livelihood, successfully
executing business, operating offices and following
legal rights.

Empowerment of women in the context of
Bangladesh: Bangladesh has made visible progress
in the progress of women education, improvement
in maternal health, empowerment of women,
gender equality, etc. According to UNDP's Human
Development Index-2014, Bangladesh's position
on the gender development index has come up in
Group 3, which is more positive than before and in a
better position than Nepal and Pakistan. According
to the Bangladesh MDG Review Report-2014,
women's employment from 2006 to 2010 increased
by 10.8 percent, while that of men it increased by



1.2 percent. Women have marked advancement
particularly in challenging professions like
journalism, military, police and judiciary. In addition
to the literacy rate of 15 to 24 years of age, women'’s
position is relatively higher (women -78.86 percent
and male 78.67 percent).

Despite the above positive progress made in the
empowerment of women, the achievement of
women has not been possible in the economic and
political empowerment, as well as in accessibility,
justice property ownership, participation in
decision-making process, etc. According to the
Bangladesh MDG Review Report-2014, the target of
women participation in non-agricultural sector is set
to 50 percent, but at present this rate is only 19.87
percent. Apart from this, although women have
important cabinet positions, the rate of including
women in different committees of the political
parties in on 2 to 4 per cent against propose 33
per cent. In the family and social fields, the image
of empowerment of women is still dim due to the
male influence.

State measures towards empowerment of
women: In order to ensure women'’s participation
in empowerment and development of women,
Bangladesh has taken several important steps
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along with the formulation of various laws and
national women policy (amended 2011). As part of
significant steps in education, women have started
getting free education up to graduation level. As part
of the decision to provide stipend to 50 per cent of
higher secondary level students, 40 per cent are for
girl students. In order to ensure the accessibility of
women to health services, clinics at the community
level as well as pregnancy programs, maternity
allowances have been established. In order to
empower women, the legal basis to ensure one third
of the members in different committees of every
political party to be women has been established.
In addition to the three women reserve seats in
the union councils and municipalities and one vice-
chair in the upazilas, the number of reserved seats
for women in the national parliament has been
increased to 50. Election of a woman Speaker in the
Parliamentand appointmentofwomenjusticeinthe
Appellate Division are some of the bright examples
of empowering women. In order to increase the
women’'s economic capacity and empowerment,
the women quota in government services, in non-
commissioned and other ranks of the military as
well as in other women'’s posts have been initiated.
For the expansion of women'’s business, a number of
programs including short-term lending, increasing
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range for the income-tax returns, and national
women entrepreneur development initiatives have
been adopted. Considering the empowerment
of women, 40 ministries have formulated gender
budget for 2014-15 fiscal year.

PSTC steps to empower women: PSTC has been
working to improve the standard of living of the
underprivileged people of Bangladesh since 1978.
The organization is conducting various programs
under its main five thematic areas for improving
the quality of life, social security, and quality of the
underprivileged population. The program areas
include Population Health and Nutrition, Youth
and Adolescent Development, Gender and Good
Governance, Climate Change and Adaptation,
and Skills Education and Training. The main
target groups of these activities are women and
adolescents.

We know most of the women in Bangladesh,
especially those who live in rural areas, river
erosion areas and coastal belt and in the city’s slum
areas, still lack basic human rights, infrastructure
and security. Besides the government initiatives
to ensure their rights, PSTC along with other non-
governmental organizations is providing health
care services, access to safe drinking water and
sanitation, building awareness, and improving
life-skills for a positive living. PSTC believes in
equality of men and women and tries to practice
those. According to PSTC's Gender Policy, gender
equality in policy-making and top management
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level is a great example. Of the PSTC's total number
of over 1200 staff members, more than half are
women, the ratio being 2:1. Effective and active
participation of women in implementing various
activities is ensured. The policy-making and top-
management levels are active in ensuring gender-
sensitive environment from the PSTC head office to
the field-level. The women staff can enjoy maternity
leave of up to six months while the men can enjoy
up to 10 working days. There is no discrimination in
recruitment, salary allowances and participation in
workshops and trainings in the country or abroad.

PSTC observes Women'’s Day every year at its head
office, at the field offices and with the community
in the working areas. As part of the observation this
year, PSTC took part in the government programs,
organized debates at the school level, quiz
competition, rallies at the community level, essay
competitions, discussions and drama shows. The
male colleagues greeted women colleagues at the
head office.

We dream of an equality based society and have
been working towards that goal. For this, both men
and women need active participation, need to raise
awareness against discrimination and violence.
The culture evaluating the work of women outside
the house has to be initiated. Nobody can proceed
alone. We will hold hands together and build a
world of equality.

The writer is Component Manager (GAG), PSTC
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Women's Social Security

Susmita Parvin

n all ages poems, songs and literature have been

written on women. Somewhere they have been

mentioned as mystery, and somewhere as the

sea of affection. But this wonderful creation of
God has repeatedly been plagued with injuries.
Our primitive thoughts are mainly responsible
for this. The influential forces of the society have
established rules where women are compared to
being secondary. Some people carry the notion
that women can be used at will, and can be kept
in any condition. The life of women is enchained in
such written or unwritten rules. Violence against
women is at intolerable level. The issue of surviving
is somewhat at others will.

And there comes the question of security. In
proper analysis, it is understood that the term
security means the system to keep safe which is
to be ensured by the state. But when the security
of women comes, the vast difference can be easily
understood.

In the 21st century, when the society is thinking of
development, when various economic programs
are being taken to take the country forward,

women remain neglected. Their security or rights
are nowhere. Violence at home or outside seems to
be the written fate of women.

In the pages of the newspapers there are always
news of women being abused by men at home.
There are news of stabbing or acid attack due to
non-response or turning down of proposal. Women
are not even safe on crowded streets. Moreover,
there are passing remarks and illicit indications
by the eve-teasers. Many people hold the girls
advancement as the reason for this. There was a
time when the only place for women used to be
inside the house, the reflection of which we can
find in our mother, aunt or grandmother. It was
considered that the bringing up children, satisfying
the husband and serving the relatives were the only
work of women. But were the women safe there?
Didn't we get news of violence from there?

With time has come the change in women’s work.
The title of working woman has been tagged with
mother. There has been empowerment of women
and along with that has come up the issue of
security. Although there has been empowerment

March 2018 1 DDOJANMO Kotha 7




of women due to social and economical reasons,
but their social security has not been ensured at all.
It is because of the weakness of the state, as well as
the problems of the family. No matter how much
the women are empowered, they still are seen as
commodity by men. Men think that women will
follow their directives. And this problem has not
been created in a day, it is thousands of years old.
It is not possible to get rid of this problem easily.
For solution, change in men’'s mentality and respect
towards one another are as much necessary as
the implementation of the laws. The government
has enacted laws to assist women, but in most
cases they are not complied. Many people talk
about cultural, political and social movements for
this. Again many others emphasize on education.
Nevertheless, a long-term research is required so
that the future changes can be envisaged and the
ideas of crime prevention can be clarified. In this
case, women should be more conscious. In fact,
for the promotion of women’s safety, the safety
of women in movement outside the house, to
establish their position in the family and society,
ensuring freedom of expression which will ensuring
a woman to be a sensible person, may be the
stepping stone for women’s advancement.

Actually, for rightfully acquiring any right, the rights
of women must be clearly understood which will
truly ensure the dignity, security and rights of
women in society. Unfounded sayings and writings
are impractical and unimportant for ensuring the
women'’s rights and in some cases disgraceful for
women. In the year 2017, the Thomson Reuters
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Foundation of the United Kingdom published a list
of world metropolitan cities, where considering the
safety risk of women the position of the Dhaka was
seventh among the top 19 risky metropolis.

Bangladeshrankedsixthintheworld asthe standard
of women participation in political empowerment.
According to the ‘Global Gender Gap Report 2016
of the World Economic Forum, Bangladesh's
position is 72 among 144 countries, which indicates
a better position than any South Asian country.
Bangladesh has been moving towards achieving
its goal in women empowerment. But with the
empowerment of women, social security has to be
considered. If there is no security of the woman,
then the family will not be safe, society will become
unstable. Therefore, to ensure the overall socio-
economic development, stopping violence against
women is as important as ensuring their safety.

| wanted to end the write-up here, but should
mention the incidents of stalking at Dhaka's Bangla
Motor on 7 March and at Chandni Chawk on 23
March. Many will try to give different explanations.
Some might say, “it is the work of political
opponents”, some will say, “the woman'’s dress is
the cause of the incident”. How much more mean
can we get? When are we going to learn to respect
others? Come , let us learn together to protect.
Let us work together for women security. Let us
increase the legal application to change the mean
mindedness.

The writer is Chief Financial Officer, PSTC
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and rights of Bangladeshi youths under

HIV risk completed its one year on 08
March, 2018. The four-year project was launched
on March 9, 2017 in seven districts of the country.
From March to December 2017, some 25,296 risky
young people were made aware of SRHR through
various messages.

l l ANGJOG", PSTC's project to safeguard
the sexual and reproductive health

Through the “Sangjog” project efficiency of 168
health care service providers has been enhanced
while linkage connection has been established with
16 services providing organizations related to HIV
during last year. A total of 13,178 people received

treatment through referral. In the meantime,
discussions were held with 553 concerned
stakeholders at various government and non-
governmental levels for the success of the project.

Everyone, from the deputy commissioners of
respective districts, the police administration,
the hospital authorities, the non-governmental
organizations, journalists, the Imam community,
and the transport workers and owners welcomed
the Sangjog project activities. They also assured
all out cooperation to make the project a success.
Meanwhile, PSTC has been acclaimed in all the
related districts for ‘Sangjog’ and testimonies of
work were given by Jessore and Kushtia district
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administration which will remain inspiration for
future work of project.

Sangjog is working with street children, pavement
dwellers, young transport workers, floating sex
workers and small businessmen in the project
areas in Dhaka, Gazipur, Dinajpur, Jessore, Kushtia,
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar districts.

Although there are limitations, the challenges
lie in the lack of skilled workers and skilled peer
educators, as well as in facing natural calamities.
Yet, facing all the problems, Sangjog is marking
progress. The major goal of Sangjog is to increase
the sexual and reproductive health service and
increase awareness among the young people
regarding HIV.

Sangjog is also working to establish referral linkage
with government facilities regarding sexual and
reproductive health and HIV related services. The
project is also working to build up the capacity of
government health service centers that provide
sexual and reproductive health care and HIV related
services. Along with that, Sangjog's objective is also
to carry out advocacy to sensitize the stakeholders
for creating a congenial environment for easy
access to information for the vulnerable young

people regarding sexual and reproductive health
services and HIV related services.

In the government hospitals, permanent youth-
friendly service (YFS) centers are yet to be
established. It is also one of the key attempts
through Sangjog which it has started in its working
areas. Regarding the establishment of a YFS centers
in Chittagong, Kushtia, Dinajpur and other districts,
discussions have been held with the concerned
hospital authorities. The government has also
welcomed PSTC Sangjog's effort. Assistant Director
of Kushtia’s 250-bed General Hospital said that the
government welcomes the initiatives of the NGOs in
establishing youth-friendly centers in the hospitals.

According to hospital authorities, there is a need
to make PSTC's initiative sustainable and to make
youths aware about AIDS and relationship with
sex and reproductive health and rights. They also
warned that the common people suffer due to the
stoppage of such activities after the project is over.

Concerned quarters believe that such initiative will
be more successful if there is a clear idea about the
necessity and implementation of the youth-friendly
service centers.

Shakila Matin Mridula




YOUTH CORNER

Dear young friends, there is a time in life everyone has to pass through which is also known as
‘teenage’. This teenage is basically from 13-19 yers of age. Sometimes it is called adolescent
period which is very sensitive. During this period, some physical as well as emotional changes
occur which are at times embarrassing. We have introduced this page for those young friends.
Do not hesitate to ask monotheistic or psycho-social questions as well as questions related to
sex, sexuality and sexual organs in this page. We will try to give you an appropriate answer.
You may send your queries to the below address and we have a pool of experts to answer.

youthcorner@pstc-bgd.org; projanmo@pstc-bgd.org

1. | hear from many that sexual education
encourages youths like us in having sex. | am
a little bit confused. Can you make this issue
clear to me?

Answer: This is not completely true. It is
just a conception. Research showed that
sex education helps building up responsible
behavior among the boys and girls. As a result,
sex education has a direct role in having sex
at a later age. If you know something well,
you know the good and bad sides of it. So, sex
education can play a vital role in avoiding the
bad sides. Therefore, without being confused
you should get the right information from the
right person.

2. Does erection means that then person intends
to have sex?

Answer: Males --- young or old can be sexually
excited very fast, even if he is not thinking of
sex. Particularly, during adolescent period
and even in adulthood, a wonderful physical
feeling created by certain amount of vibration
(while riding a bicycle or motorcycle) can cause
erection. Besides, many males experience
erection while waking up in the morning. This
is known as ‘morning erection’ and is normal. A
person having an erection does not necessarily
mean that he is in a mood to have sex.

3. | started smoking while | was 17 years old. |
am 27 years old now and my smoking level
has increased. But | want to stop smoking
now. What do I do?

Answer: First of all, | want to thank you for your
positive wish. Smoking is harmful for health, so
it is @ harmful habit. The power of the desire
to quit smoking is important. You must have

to be committed to yourself firmly. Instead,
you can go for physical exercise such as yoga
or meditation, walking, swimming, cycling, etc.
Again, | want to remind you that the desire
has to be firm. ‘In any circumstances, | will not
return to this habit’ - such determination will
help you to abandon this habit.

4. If the husband and wife have the same blood
group, then are their children likely to be
physically challenged or disabled?

Answer: There is no reason to think that if the
husband'’s and wife's blood group are the same,
their children will be physically challenged or
disabled. Sometimes marriage between close
relatives may have such effect. Along with
some genetic issues there are some matters
related to the blood components which are
better to be tested. For all these reasons, the
to be bride and bridegroom should have their
blood tested. Family can be confidently started
after having this test.

5. Thaveslight pain in my abdomen almost every
month. It subsides if | have things like fuchka
or tamarind. Do | have any problem?

Answer: Many girls have slight pain in the
abdomen during periods. If the pain goes
beyond normal tolerance or continues
throughoutthe month, you should immediately
see a doctor. Share everything openly with
the doctor and proceed according to his/ her
advice, | am sure you will be okay. And yes, this
kind of pain subsides after taking fuchka or
tamarind which means your body has alkaline
imbalance. This is why you feel better taking
alkaline sort of things. Anyway, you must seek
advice from a specialist.
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amily Planning Fair 2018 has been observed

with great enthusiasm in different districts of

the country throughout the month of March.

The IEM unit of the respective District Family
Planning Directorate supervised the fairs in the 64
districts. Various programs including discussion,
debate competition, quiz and cultural programs
were held at the colorful fairs.

The theme of the fair this year was “We will build the
country with planned family: Ensure development
and prosperity of Bangladesh”. Concerned NGOs
working in the field of family planning took part in
the fair.

Population Service and Training Center (PSTC) also
participated in the fair in different districts including
Kishoreganj, Cox's Bazar, Chittagong, Dinajpur,
Noakhali and Lakshmipur.

The Family Planning fair at Kishoreganj was held on
3-4 March, 2018.
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at the BIAM Laboratory School ground. There were
a total of 20 stalls, including one of PSTC, set up
at the fair. PSTC's AUHC (Surjer Hashi) and MISHD
(Notundin) projects together showcased their
activities at the stall.

District Civil Surgeon Dr. Mohammad Habibur
Rahman, Additional District Commissioner (general)
Tarafdar Mohammad Akhter Jamil, District Awami
League general secretary Advocate M.A. Afzal and
others spoke at the inaugural ceremony presided
over by Deputy Director Kishoreganj District Family
Planning, Abu Taha Mohammad Enamur Rahman.

The Family Planning Fair in the tourist city of Cox's
Bazar was also held on 3 and 4 March at Shahid
Doulat Maidan.

Member of Parliament elected from Cox's Bazar-2
(Moheshkhali-Kutubdia) Mr. Ashek Ullah Rafig was
then chief guest at the inaugural function presided
over by Additional Deputy Commissioner (General)
Mr. Mohammad Mahidur Rahman. Director General



of Family Planning Directorate Dr. Kazi Mostafa
Sarwar was special guest on the occasion.

In the port city of Chittagong, the Family Planning
Fair was held on 10 and 11 March. It was the
first such fair in the city where many people are
still unaware of information regarding pre-natal
and post-natal services, reproductive health care
services, and mother and child health services.

Additional Divisional Commissioner Shankar Ranjan
Saha was the chief guest at the inaugural function
which was presided over by Chittagong Deputy
Commissioner Mohammad Ilias Hossain. District

Civil Surgeon Dr. Azizur Rahman Siddiqui was the
special guest on the occasion. PSTC and 29 other
organizations put up stalls at the Fair

In Dinajpur, the Family Planning Fair was held on
10 and 11 March at the Gor-e-Shaheed Ground.
Dinajpur District Council Chairman Mr. Azizul Imam
inaugurated the fair at the function presided over
by Deputy Commissioner Mr. Mir Khairul Alam.
District Civil Surgeon Dr. Mowla Buksh Chowdhury
and Deputy Director of Dinajpur 250-bed Special
General Hospital Dr. Ahad Ali were special guests.
Of the 20 stalls set up on the occasion, PSTC stall
won the 2nd prize.
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The Family Planning Fair at Noakhali was held
on 11 and 12 March at the Noakhali Zilla School
premises. Director General of Family Planning
Dr. Kazi Mostafa Sarwar inaugurated the fair
by releasing balloons and pigeons. Additional
Deputy Commissioner (Revenue) Mr. Md. Abdur
Rouf Mandal presided over the inaugural function
attended, among others, by Civil Surgeon Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Sengupta, Additional Superintendent of
Police AKM Jahirul Islam and Additional District
Magistrate Kazi Mahbubul Alam.

The Family Planning Fair at Lakshmipur was held
on 14 and 15 March. Deputy Commissioner Mr.

C - R - -
. AR ==
L Tl j e
_ L = =5 il . Tl
bl b -

U
T b BTbad

|

CASE o 2 ]

ar mprm o' pepray T
s B At daiel w e R 20

Anjan Chandra Pal inaugurated the fair at the
Collectorate Building premises through a colorful
rally. Additional Deputy Commissioner (General)
Mohammad Monjurul Islam, Civil Surgeon Dr.
Mostafa Khaled Ahmed, Additional Superintendent
of Police Anirban Chakma and Deputy Director
of the Family Planning Department Dr. Ashfaqur
Rahman Mamun were also present on the occasion.
Of the 20 stalls set up on the occasion, PSTC stall
won the 2nd prize.

Compiled by Maliha Ahmed

e nnrg Fireske o Ll Bl ow [l

KiampFo b gt FRES

ywend A rud e
e

Lim ik

PROJANMC)

! S sl
ik

L
-

g e A



International Women's Day 2018

ike every year, PSTC celebrated International

Women's Day 2018 in appropriate manner.

The theme of this year's International

Women’'s Day was “Time is now Rural and
urban activists transforming women’s lives”. In
addition to the head office, the field offices also
celebrated the day in befitting manner.

In the head office, male colleagues started the day
with warm reception for the female colleagues.
The main event started after midday break. The
program began with a brief history of women's
day and its importance, and included a role play,
debate, video show, presentation and music.

Various activities were carried out in the field offices
on the occasion. “Hello | Am” project organized
rallies, debate and quiz competition, drama and
discussion. In Chittagong, City Corporation Ward
Counselor Abida Azad was present as chief guest
at the function.

PSTC's SANGJOG project organized programs on
International Women’s Day. At Dinajpur, Sangjog
held program jointly with local organization
Adhar Bhangar Shapoth and Pallisree. Besides, a
rally, women's cricket and kite festival were also
organized.

On the occasion of celebrating the day, women'’s
empowerment program organized a meeting of
women and child abuse prevention standings
committee at Kayet Para Union Parishad Bhaban.
Union Parishad panel chairman, union council
member, committee members and project staff

were present at the meeting. Besides, a human
chain was formed at the Union Parishad Chattor
of Kayet Para. Panel chairmen, members, local
residents and project staff members participated
in human chain. After the human chain program,
the employees of the women’s empowerment
program distributed IEC materials such as class
routines, leaflets, etc. in different schools, colleges
and madrashas.

The International Women’'s Day was celebrated
by the ‘United for Body Rights' at Gazipur and
Chittagong through various programs. Mentionable
activities at Gazipur were forming of a human chain
with assistance from the District Women Affairs
Office and other government and non-government
organizations, participation in discussion, and
holding of debate competition and rallies jointly
with four educational institutions. UBR’s Youth
Forum and local community youths together also
brought out a rally and held discussion program.
Programs at Chittagong included rally, human
chain, women's cricket, bringing out wall magazines
in different schools, debate and discussion meeting.

Creation Spaces project organized rally and
discussion session with two schools in Faridpur.
Besides, the project joined the government
program at the district level and organized rally and
discussion meetings jointly with Women's Defence
Committee.

All PSTC projects and programs have successfully
undertaken International Women's Day programs.

Compiled by Maliha Ahmed
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arly marriage is no longer the only issue

for school dropouts of girls in the country.

This came out during discussions with

stakeholders in the implementing areas of
“Hello I Am" (HIA), a programme towards ending
child marriage through creating a supportive social
environment challenging the socio-cultural norms
that endorse child marriage.

The discussions were held when HIA Team
Leader Dr. Sushmita Ahmed and her team visited
Mymensingh district and remote Durgapur in
Netrokona district to monitor HIA activities.
Nathalie Kollmann, International Program Manager
from Rutgers also accompanied the team during
the visit that took place from 28 January to 30
January, 2018.

During the visit, the monitoring team along
with implementing partners held discussions
with concerned government officials and other
stakeholders. The team also observed parents’
meeting in the community and team building
efforts in these two places.

In her deliberation at the meeting at Durgapur, HIA
Team Leader cited some practical experiences in
early marriage issue. An important issue that came
up during the meeting was that collection of school
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dropout data would be a great challenge as there
was no mechanism of record keeping. She also
mentioned that even though they could provide
the data, but they cannot say for sure that early
marriage was the reason for the school dropout.
Nowadays there are other reasons like poverty,
child labour and migration for school dropouts.
The HIA Team Leader said it is time to rethink about
selecting another impact indicator of this project.

Besides attending a parents’ meeting at Fanda
union of Durgapur, the monitoring team also
attended a meeting with Adolescent Boys Group
in Durgapur. The Durgapur team also organized a
drama show prepared through their workshop for
awareness building.

A stakeholders meeting was also organized at
Mymensingh. Elected ward councillors, concerned
government officials, local journalists and marriage
registrars, among others, attended the meeting.

PSTC with the support from IKEA Foundation
and Rutgers, and in partnership with RHStep and
Dustha Shasthya Kendra (DSK) launched the four-
year program HIA in July 2017. BBC Media Actions is
the edutainment partner for HIA.

Compiled by Kamrunnahar Kona



