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Gazinur Complex

POPULATION SERVICES AND TRAINING CENTER (PSTC)

Facilities

PSTC has five training rooms adequate for five groups of trainees. The rooms are
air-conditioned, decorated and brightened up with interested posters and educational
charts. Multi-midea projector, video camera, still camera and multiple easel boards are
available in the classrooms. There are dormitory facilities for accommodating 60
persons in Gazipur Complex. Transport facilities are also available for the trainees for
field and site visits.

General infformation
Interested organizations are requested to contact PSTC.

We are always ready to serve our valued clients with all our expertise and resources.

Hall rent
: Tk. 15,000/- (Table set up upto 100 persons and Auditorium set
up upto 200 persons) per day
: Tk. 8,000/- (upto 40-50 persons capacity) per day
: Tk. 6,000/- (20-30 persons capacity) per day

Accommodation
: Taka 1500/- per day Single Room (2 Bedded AC Room)
If one person takes, then per room Tk. 1,200 (Subject to
Availability) per day
: Taka 1200/- per day Double Room (4 Bedded Non AC Room)
If two/three persons take, then per bed Tk. 500)

Food Charge
: Tk. 300/- - 400/- per day per meal

Multimedia
: Tk. 1500/- per day

[ POPULATION SERVICES AND TRAINING CENTER-PSTC

Address: PSTC Complex, Masterbari, Nanduain, Kaultia, Gazipur Sadar, Gazipur
working for population & development - Phone: 9853284, 9884402, 9857289, E-mail: pstc@pstc-bgd.org, Website: www.pstc-bgd.org
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forward in checking gender
based violence

NEWS

EDITORIAL

Incidents of violence againstwomen areincreasingatan alarming
rate in Bangladesh. According to BBS's 2015 statistics, about 87
percent of the women were victims of domestic violence. Again,
about 70 percent of the violence never gets published in the
media.

Even then, from the news reports published it has been found
that in the first 10 months of 2017 there have been more than
600 incidents of rape in Bangladesh. In most of these cases, the
victims of violence have been killed. According to a report of
Ain O Salish Kendra, 28 women were killed in the family torture
last October. And in January to September there were 305 cases
of domestic violence. Of these 207 women were killed by their
husbands and 39 women, unable to bear torture, committed
suicide.

According to the data analysis, 87 percent of the women at
some point during their married life have been victim of torture.
It includes physical, emotional, financial torture or sexual abuse.
This picture of violence against women is not only in Bangladesh
but prevails more or less in all parts of the world. In light of this
and according to the decision of the United Nations, 16 Days of
Activism is being observed all over the world every year from
25 November to 10 December since 1991. The aim is to prevent
violence against women. But, the above statistics clearly show
how frustrating the real progress is.

Lack of resistance, patriarchy and discriminatory laws have
been blamed as the reasons for violence against women in
Bangladesh. It is said that violence against women are occurring
repeatedly because the perpetrators go scot free. However, the
government and various development organizations, through
building awareness, are working to prevent such violence. But,
without personal realization it is not possible to stop such crime.

Even then, everybody more or less agree that along with
advocacy and the freedom of the judiciary, the judiciary must
also be made gender-sensitive.

Editor

Projanmo Founding Editor: Abdur Rouf

Edited and published by Dr. Noor Mohammad, Executive Director Population Services and Training Center (PSTC).
House # 93/3, Level 4-6, Road # 8, Block-C, Niketon, Dhaka-1212.

Telephone: 02 9853386, 9853284, 9884402. E-mail: projanmo@pstc-bgd.org

This publication could be made possible with the assistance from The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands through its supported project SANG/OG
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iolence against women and girls is one of

the most prevalent human rights violations

in the world. It knows no social, economic

or national boundaries. Worldwide, an
estimated one in three women experiences physical
or sexual abuse in her lifetime.

Gender-based violence undermines the health,
dignity, security and autonomy of its victims, yet it
remains shrouded in a culture of silence. Victims of
violence can suffer sexual and reproductive health
consequences, including forced and unwanted
pregnancies, unsafe abortions, traumatic fistula,
sexually transmitted infections including HIV, and
even death.

Bangladesh scenario is not different from the global
scenario. The latest survey by the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics in collaboration with the
United Nations Population Fund published in 2014
mentioned only 8 per cent of women said they
were never abused at home. About 77 per cent of
respondents said they were abused in the previous
year, and one in three victims did not seek hospital
treatment for their injuries.

The findings continues to mention that about 87 per
cent of Bangladeshi married women are abused by
their husband, which came from a sample survey
among 12,600 women. The survey found that
domestic violence is present in most Bangladeshi
households. The data and incidences were of the
previous year of the survey, It was also mentioned
that50 per centoftheviolated women had sustained
serious injuries, but one in three women refused to
go to hospital for fear of retaliation by the husband.
Although not as prevalent, the problem also affects
Catholic women

As the findings mentioned in their voices, referring
a lady, that “husbands consider us weak, and
therefore believe that they have the right to
dominate us, even beating us. | am a university
graduate and | take care of our two children. But
my husband does not listen to me, and if | do not
do what he says, he beats me.”

Overall though, violence is correlated to illiteracy
and low levels of education among women, the
study explained.

According to human rights organization Bangladesh
Mahila Parishad (BMP), 5,616 cases of violence
against women were recorded in 2012, mostly
rapes (904), followed by murders (900), stalking and
death as a result of stalking (662); dowry-related
murders (558), and suicide (435).



Another study finds gender-based violence in
Bangladesh goes unreported to police. Whatever
we learn that's just the pick of iceberg, the intensity
of the problem is much bigger. It is deeply rooted
to our patriarchal mentality and perception of our
citizens that men are a bit higher authority.

In this circumstance, many organizations have been
working to further gender equality and women'’s
empowerment, and to address the physical and
emotional consequences of gender-based violence.
The programs offer psychosocial assistance,
medical treatment and rape kits to survivors, and
promote the right of all women and girls to live free
of violence and abuse.

In this purview, an international campaign
started back in 1991 to challenge violence against
women and girls which is known as 16 Days of
Activism against Gender-Based Violence (GBV).
The campaign runs every year from 25 November,
the International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women, to 10 December, Human
Rights Day. This activism was first by the Women'’s
Global Leadership Institute, held by the Center for
Women's Global Leadership (CWGL) at Rutgers
University.

Fromthevery beginning of this activism, Bangladesh
is very active to make the campaign successful
with different theme as it is prescribed by the
United Nations - 16 Days Activism'. The human
rights based organizations, particularly some of
the women-led and women organizations took
the front row in this campaign but United Nations
agencies in Bangladesh along with several bi-lateral
and multi-lateral development partners are also
joining hands to support this activism.

Every year, the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence Campaign either introduces a new
theme, or continues an old one. The theme focuses
on one particular area of gender inequality and
works to bring attention to these issues and make
changes that will have an impact. So far since the
inception of the campaign, the themes taken and
actions followed were detailing how participants
can get involved and campaign in order to make a
change.

The first campaign theme in 1991 was
entitled Violence Against Women Violates Human
Rights. The theme was used again in 1992.[5]

In 1993, the third campaign's second theme
was Democracy in the Family, Democracy of
Families, Democracy for Every Body.

COVER STORY

The 1994 theme brought back the first theme, but
with a minor change. It was entitled Awareness,
Accountability, Action: Violence Against Women
Violates Human Rights.

The 1995 theme, Vienna, Cairo, Copenhagen,
and Beijing: Bringing Women's Human Rights
Home, focused on four major conferences,
including the Fourth World Conference on Women
in Beijing (September, 1995), which was «the third
major UN conference since the World Conference
on Human Rights in Vienna(1993),” and “...follows
the International Conference on Population and
Development (Cairo, 1994), and the World Summit
on Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995).»

As a follow up to the 1995 themes and major
conferences within recent years, the 1996 theme
was Bringing Women's Human Rights Home:
Realizing Our Visions.

The 1997 Campaign was Demand Human Rights
in the Home and the World, which was working
towards the 1998 Global Campaign for Women»s
Human Rights.

The theme for the campaign in 1998 was Building a
Culture of Respect for Human Rights

The 1999 campaign theme was entitled Fulfilling
the Promise of Freedom from Violence.

In 2000, the theme was Celebrating the
10thAnniversary of the Campaign, in which
participants would review the accomplishments
of the last 10 years of the campaign and build
upon those achievements. The Center also asked
participants to send in documentation of their work
in order to initiate a project to document the efforts
of the campaign.

The campaign theme in 2001 was Racism and
Sexism: No More Violence.

The campaign theme in 2002 was Creating a Culture
that Says No to Violence Against Women

The 2003 campaign, Violence Against Women
Violates Human Rights: Maintaining the Momentum
Ten Years After Vienna (1993-2003), was focused
on reviewing changes that had occurred in the
10 years since the Vienna Declaration that was
a result of the World Conference on Human
Rights in Vienna (1993) and the UN General
Assemblyss adoption of the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence Against Women (2003).

The 2004-2005 campaign was entitled For the
Health of Women, for the Health of the World:
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No More Violence, particularly focused on the
«intersection of violence against women and the
HIV/AIDS pandemic.»

The 2006 campaign, Celebrate 16 Years of 16
Days: Advance Human Rights <--> End Violence
Against Women, celebrated not only those who had
contributed to the campaign, but those who had
given their lives or suffered violence during their
fight against gender inequality.

The 2007 campaign was entitled Demanding
Implementation, Challenging Obstacles: End
Violence Against Women.

The 2008 campaign title was Human Rights for
Women <--> Human Rights for All: UDHR60, which
celebrated the 60thanniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

The 2009 theme was Commit, Act, Demand: We
CAN End Violence Against Women!

The theme in 2010 marked the 20th year of the 16
Days of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign,
and was entitled Structures of Violence: Defining
the Intersections of Militarism and Violence Against
Women.

From 2011 to 2014, the theme of the campaign
was From Peace in the Home to Peace in the World:
Let's Challenge Militarism and End Violence Against
Women!

In 2015 and 2016, the theme of the campaign
was From Peace in the Home to Peace in the World:
Make Education Safe for All!

The 2017 16 Days of Activism Campaign places a
stronger emphasis than in recent years on the
human rights framework. As always, the 2017
Campaign includes suggestions for awareness-
raising activities, including attracting attention
and generating public support. This year however,
this 16 Days Campaign Actions also includes
suggestions for advocacy focused on institutional,
legal, and policy change, i.e. for effective laws,
policies and institutions that effectively prevent and
address GBV in education. This reflects a refocused
and renewed emphasis by the Center for Women'’s
Global Leadership (CWGL) on using the human
rights framework to campaigning not only to raise
awareness about gender-based violence, but also
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to eradicate it once and for all.

Aligning with the SDGs, the theme for 2017 to
observe the campaign is ‘Leave No One Behind: End
Violence Against Women and Girls'.

As was mentioned another study supported
by KOICA, Korea's development agency, it was
found that many preferred to work with informal
institutions, such as Shalish or through the Union
Parishad, and when they did report or seek redress
from formal mechanisms, victims preferred to go to
the village courts.

The study was conducted under a three-year
project run by the UNDP Bangladesh, and Korea's
development agency, KOICA.

The findings, suggested and highlighted the need to
also address stigma, stereotypes and other social
norms “to demystify gender based violence as a
personal or domestic issue”. The role of men and
boys, including how they are socialized in terms
of masculinity and violence, plays a crucial role in
preventing sexual and gender-based violence, it
said.

Having mentioned all these, we also would like
to conclude by saying, Bangladesh has been
progressing towards achieving the goal of “Zero
tolerance to GBV' but still we have miles to go to
reach the destination. Recent news about the
‘Gender Gap Index’ says, Bangladesh has topped
the South Asian countries in gender equality for
the third consecutive year, ranking 47thamong
144 nations.It has also moved 25 notches up in the
Global Gender Gap Report 2017 published by the
World Economic Forum (WEF) in the last month.

We do have still the news of violence everyday
including rape, molestation, bullying to show our
patriarchal mentality. Until and unless we change
our attitude and behavior towards our female
counterparts it would be hard to reach the expected
goals. Let us all work together towards ending
gender based violence!

*The writer is the Executive Director of PSTC and
the Editor for ProjanmoKotha. He could be reached
at noor.m@pstc-bgd.org
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GO activities in Bangladesh started

way back in 1972. Basically the non-

governmental organizations had started

joining hands with the government
in various development activities since then.
At present the number of big and small non-
government voluntary organizations in the country
would be more than 2000.

Some of these NGOs carry out their activities with
foreign funds while some gather funds locally.
International NGOs run their activities basically with
foreign financial assistance or funds while the local
NGOs' fund primarily comes from the government.
Sometimes it is not possible on the government
alone to carry out development work in remote
areas of the country. Here is where the NGOs play

an important role.

With time some changes have come in the sources
of funds for the NGOs. A couple of decades ago,
there was no dearth of funds for the NGOs. But now,
due to increase in competition acquiring funds for
development activities have become a little tough.
Moreover, within a few years Bangladesh is going
to become a middle-income country, which means
a lot of donors and donor countries would lose
interest in funding development activities.

For future funding sources, Population Services
and Training Center (PSTC) on 22 November, 2017
hosted a day-long “Workshop on Fundraising for
NGOs in Bangladesh”. The workshop, first of its kind
in the country, was co-sponsored by PACE Canada,
Manusher Jonno Foundation and EcoFab.
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Top management and representatives of nearly
30 local and international NGOs attended the
workshop aimed at identifying the process of
fundraising worldwide and what the Bangladeshi
NGOs need in the impending scenario when the
country becomes a middle-income country.

Chairing the inaugural session, PSTC Executive
Director Dr. Noor Mohammad said there was lack
of ideas regarding mobilizing of funds and the local
NGOs are too much dependent on others.

He emphasized on networking among the local
NGOs and in having resource mobilization plan for
every individual organization.

Earlier, the workshop, held at Hotel Golden Tulip,
began with PSTC Chief Finance Officer Susmita
Parvin welcoming the guests, speakers and the
participants who came from various districts.
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PACE Executive Director Emamul Haque said
networking was very important in fundraising.
Sharing his academic knowledge on the subject,
Emamul Haque said there was a huge gap in
fundraising practice in Bangladesh. He said
networking was important in fundraising and
stressed on the necessity of volunteerism for a
successful fundraising campaign.

PACE Canada Legal Adviser Barrister Nusrat Jahan
in her opening remarks elaborated the experience
of how charity and funds for humanitarian causes
are collected in Canada.

Country Director of Food for Hungry, Kajal Sengupta
in his deliberation stressed on the approach for
funds and how to make a good cause as the cause
of the donor organization or individual.

It was rare opportunity to hear Dhaka Ahsania




Mission’s President Kazi Rafiqul Alam and BRAC
International Executive Director Faruque Ahmed
shared practical experiences of the successful
campaigns of their respective organization and also
noted the obstacles they had to pass through.

The working session of the “Workshop on
Fundraising for NGOs in Bangladesh” dealt with
myths and problems of fundraising. Speaking
on the topic, Emamul Haque pointed out the
things needed to be in place before a fundraising
campaign is initiated.

He laid importance on having, among other things,
an organizational budget, non-profit tax status,
trained individuals, knowledge of available funding
sources and a donor-tracking database before
going for a fundraising.

Resource persons Marlene Kastner and Muheeb
Hoque shared their Australian experience in
fundraising. They spoke on ‘crowd funding’ and
the importance of web-based campaigns in raising
funds. They also showed examples of a number of
fundraising campaigns around the world including
Bangladesh.

ActionAid Bangladesh Deputy Director SM Jainul
Abedin spoke on reality check for fundraising while
Arif Abdullah bin Aftab of Viyellatex Group spoke on
corporate social responsibility of the organizations
and the funds available.

Rasna Hasan of Grameen Phone made a
presentation on how her organization is working
for the empowerment of the youth and making
their programme sustainable.
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YOUTH CORNER

Dear young friends, there is a time in life everyone has to pass through which is
also known as ‘teenage’. This teenage, basically from 13-19 or sometimes called
adolescent period is very sensitive. During this period, some physical as well as
emotional changes occur which are at times embarrassing. We have introduced this
page for those young friends. Do not hesitate to ask monotheistic or psycho-social

questions as well as questions related to sex, sextuality and sextual organs in this
page. We will try to give you an appropriate answer. You may send your queries to
the below address and we have a pool of experts to answer.

youthcorner@pstc-bgd.org; projanmo@pstc-bgd.org

1. If the parents are divorced, then what effect can it
have on the child?

Answer: The main reason for parents' divorce can
be difference in opinion, disagreement of choice or
when expectations of one another remain unfulfilled.
If there is no respect for each other or if one of them
think of the other having less then it may lead to such
fate. No child is intelligent or matured enough to
understand the situation of the parents. As a result,
they expect their parents to be with them, or in other
words, stay together happily, in indulgence and
gaiety. Whenever the expectations are not fulfilled,
they are upset. They compare their parents with the
parents of their friends around and then they are
more unhappy. Gradually, it affects their behavior,
education, and overall health. However, if they are
explained about the difference between their parents,
then this bad feeling subsides. We parents rather do
not talk with them or give them accurate information,
considering them too small, which is not acceptable.
As the children grow up, they understand the issues
and accept them gradually. Even if the parents are
separated, they should make routine to give time to
their children and keep them happy.

2. | have to talk a lot on my phone for the sake of my
job. In many cases people talk very loudly. Can this
damage my hearing?

Answer: For any reason, one should not speak too

loudly on the phone. People around feel disturbed.

If someone speaks loudly at the other end, it is

understandable that he is having problem in hearing

and so he starts talking loudly. In that case, the simple
solutionis to keep the receiver at a little distance away
from the ear. These days we talk over mobile phone
for a long time. This is certainly not right. The level
of radiation from mobile phones is comparatively
higher. As a result, the pressure is not only on the
ear, but also on the brain which if is regular may
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cause long-term problems. It is not right to talk for
long over any phone. The conversation over phone
should always be brief.

3. If the husband and wife have the same blood
group, then are their children likely to be physically
challenged or disabled?

Answer: There is no reason to think that if the
husband and wife’s blood group are the same, their
children will be physically challenged or disabled.
However, there are many other factors that can lead
to have such children. Sometimes marriage between
close relatives may have such effect. Along with some
genetic issues there are some matters related to the
blood components which are better to be tested. For
all these reasons, the to be bride and bridegroom
should have their blood tested. Family can be
confidently started after having this test.

4. Senior boys and girls in schools, colleges and
universities are ragging their juniors. | heard that
many have committed suicide because of ragging. Is
there no way to stop this ragging?

Answer: Ragging has become a condemning issue.
When this ‘ragging’ exceeds the limit, it certainly
becomes intolerable to juniors. As a result of
humiliation, helplessness and unable to share sends
the junior into depression. The consequences of
which often lead to suicide. This practice must be
stopped.

In this case, the educational institution authorities

should increase surveillance. In particular, those

who stay in hostels face more of this ragging. The
hostel authorities can stop it by being strict and
enforcing discipline. At the same time, the traditional
orientation of the newcomers should be practiced.

Seniors can become models for the juniors through

becoming guide, giving good advice, and above all

greeting them cordially.
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peakers at a function organized to mark

the launch of SANGJOG and ‘Hello | AM'

activities in Gazipur, said every individual of

the stakeholders should play their due role
in implementing the programs aimed at ensuring a
better life for the youths.

They said the target groups should be addressed
properly through peers and creating a congenial
environment.

The function held at the UNO Office Conference
Room was attended, among others, by

representatives of the concerned government
offices, local elites and the local youths.

SANGJOG is Population Services and Training
Center's (PSTC) project to safeguard the sexual
and reproductive health and rights of Bangladeshi
youths under HIV risk which was launched on
09 March, 2017. The two-year program will be
implemented in seven districts of the country.

“Hello | Am-HIA" is a four-year program towards
ending child marriage through creating a supportive
social environment challenging the socio-cultural
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norms that endorse child marriages.PSTC with
support from IKEA Foundation and Rutgers, and in
partnership with RHStep and DSK (DusthaShasthya
Kendra) launched the program 27 July, 2017. BBC
Media Actions is the edutainment partner for HIA
to be implemented in.

Representing the Gazipur deputy commissioner,
who could not make time for some urgent
government meeting, the Additional Deputy
Commissioner Mahmudul Hassan said building
awareness should be the top priority to make the
programs successful.

PSTC Executive Director Dr. Noor Mohammad
asserted that all programs taken by the organization
are supplementary and complementary to
government programs.

The GazipurSadarUpazilaNirbahi Officer Akhtar
Uddin said both the programs, SANGJOG and HIA
were very important to build up a healthy society.
He mentioned that these days the administration
on the weekly holidays remains alert to receive any
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call for stopping child marriage.

Speaking on the occasion Deputy Director of the
Ministry of Women and Children Affairs, Zakir
Hossain suggested that the government can take
up a project to sensitize the NGOs working in the
field level to check child marriage.

Deputy Director of Social Welfare Department,
Shankar ShoronShaha reminded that the floating
population of Gazipur has increased significantly
as people from 63 other districts were pouring in
for jobs in the burgeoning industrial zones of the
district.

Deputy Director of Family Planning,
LazuShamsulHug and Medical Officer Dr. Mahmuda
Akhtar also spoke on the occasion.

Earlier, SANGJOG Team Leader Dr. Mahbubul Alam
and HIA Team Leader Dr. Sushmita Ahmed made
presentations describing the aims and objectives
their respective programs.
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opulation Services and Training Center

(PSTC) on 30 November, Thursday organized

a discussion on “16 Day Activism: Leave No

One Behind” with the theme “Zero HIV. Zero
Discrimination. Zero Violence.”

The program held at the PSTC Head Office in
Niketan was attended by Dr. Annie Vestjens, the
First Secretary of the Embassy of the Kingdom of
Netherlands in Bangladesh, and all staff members
of the organization.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Annie said that
perpetrators of gender based violence continue to

do their activities because of the taboo that such
things should not be discussed. She said physical
and social oppression on girls should be discussed
and brought to the open and the perpetrators
should be punished.

PSTC Executive Director Dr. Noor Mohammad said
the state itself needs to come forward in checking
gender based violence in some areas like wage
discrimination for women labourers.

The program ended with a cultural program and
signing commitments on the board pledging to
stop gender based violence.
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Ithough the legal age for a girl in getting
married is 18 years, matrimonial ties are
sometimes arranged even earlier with the
approval from the parents and guardians.

There are long term implications of child marriage,
particularly in the development of health, education
and social development. Bangladesh is one of
the leading countries in the world having high
percentage of child marriage. One statistics say
that two third of the marriages in Bangladesh are
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child marriage. Concerned quarters believe that
only increasing awareness can save the girls from
the curse of child marriage.

With this objective, Population Services and Training
Center's project “Hello | Am” (HIA) on 27 November,
2017 held separate discussions with journalists
from the print as well as broadcast media covering
social sectors and marriage registrars of the port
city of Chittagong.

The discussion with journalists at the Chittagong



Press Club began with HIA Team Leader Dr.
Sushmita Ahmed presenting a brief about the HIA
programme, its aims and objectives. She mentioned
how the journalists can contribute effectively in
stopping child marriage.

PSTC's Gender and Governance Component
Manager Kaniz Gofrani Quraishy urged the
journalists to find out the positive deviances and
make role models so that others are inspired for
standing against child marriage.

She noted that an early married girl has no idea
about sexual and reproductive health. In such cases
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a girl does not have right to her own body.

A number of noted journalists including Prothom
Alo's Senior Assistant Editor Ahmed Munir,
Independent TV's Bureau in-charge Anupom Shill,
Bhorer Kagoj Senior Reporter Pritom Das, Daily
Star's Shorup Bhattachariya, Mrinmoy Bisshwas of
ATN News, Sujon Ghosh of Prothom Alo, Arun Bikash
Dey of The Daily Star, Ahshan Riton of Independent
TV and Uttam Sen Gupta of BDNews24.com. PSTC
project officer Abu Khaer Miah also spoke on the
occasion.

Discussing why is that girls cannot be safe in the
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society, the meeting observed that the scenario will
not change unless a girl is considered an asset of
the family.

The speakers pointed out the negative aspects
of child marriage and said that general people’s
mindset needs to be changed. In this regard, they
said the local political and religious leaders have to
come forward.

It was agreed that the Imams of the mosques and
the Kazis, who register marriages, can play an
important role in checking child marriage.

The meeting also discussed quality education for
adolescent, presentation of accurate information

regarding child marriage, ensuring social security
for girls, providing sexual and reproductive health
education at school level, eradicating myths about
child marriage.

Another session with marriage registrars also
discussed sustainable means to check wrong
information given by guardians regarding the age
of minor girls.

The registrars assured that they never conduct
marriage of any girl below 18 years of age. They,
however, stressed on checking the issuance of
birth certificates with false dates by the concerned
authorities.
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hild marriage is still fairly widespread less educated parents, school drop outs, and
with up to 52 per cent girls on average in  without exposure to television, radio and other
Bangladesh getting married before they are  media are the most vulnerable.

18 years old.

il

These were information revealed in the Report on
Girls from large families with low income, having  Baseline Survey Dissemination and Finalization
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of PMEL (Planning, Monitoring, Evaluation and
Learning) Framework at a two-day workshop at
PSTC on 20-21 November, 2017.

PSTC Executive Director Dr. Noor Mohammad
welcomed the participants and suggested that
focus should be on some of the baseline survey
recommendations which are very much relevant to
and feasible for ‘Hello, | Am' (HIA).

Speaking at the workshop, Reasercher and PME
Officer, International Prorammes of Rutgers, llse
Flink said child marriage is a complicated social

problem which needs local solutions. She stressed
on finding positive deviances and making them role
models for better outcomes.

HIA Team Leader Dr. Sushmita Ahmed and
Component manager (GAG) Kaniz Gofrani Quraishy
also spoke at the workshop which included a
number of exercises and presentations on positive
diviances.

Programme manager and Project Officers from
RHSteps and Dustha Sasthya Kendra (DSK) also
participated in the workshop.




